
26 November 2023 

Main Beach Association submission on the Top of the Spit Precinct Plans

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the draft Plans.

Our submission supports those made by other community organisations involved in the 
development of the Spit Master Plan: Save our Spit, Save our Broadwater and  Friends of 
Federation Walk. (We note that Gecko’s views differ in some respect to ours.)

 

Given that these organisations have made detailed submissions about options 1&2, we 
will confine our response to the most controversial proposal: the one that deeply affects 
our members, many of whom are elderly and/or non ambient.

 

Proposal to remove the parking area adjacent to the Seaway

Our members’ opposition to this proposal was reflected in two unanimous resolutions 
adopted at our well attended AGM held on November 13, 2023.


Resolution regarding the draft Top of the Spit Precinct Plan 
Passed unanimously by the AGM of the Main Beach Association, 13 November 2023 

a) That this consultation be in line with the previous Spit Master Plan 
consultation, ie “The Spit Master Plan is widely considered a plan ‘for the 
community, by the community’ and has been acknowledged as an 
exemplar of planning with two Planning Institute of Australia (PIA) awards 
at both state and national levels” (Source: Deick Richards) 

b) That the Gold Coast Waterways Authority reinstall the alignment of 
Seaworld Drive and the associated car parking and not remove this section 
as per the draft Top of the Spit Precinct Plan; 

c) That the Gold Coast Waterways Authority commit to a capped number of 
major events per year and extensive community consultation prior to 
approval of any new or enlarged events on The Spit; 

d) That the definition of ‘major events’ should be an addition to the Top of the 
Spit draft Precinct Plan; 

e) That businesses operating on The Spit adversely impacted by major events 
and forced to close, where normally they would trade, be compensated by 
the hirer/s for lost businesses, including the wages for those staff unable to 
work. The compensation amount to be included in the fees paid to GCWA 
for hiring the public open space. 
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The second resolution directed the Main Beach Association to commission a survey of 
community attitudes to the removal of the parking area.   Fortunately our large Mailchimp 
mailing list allowed us to do this relatively easily. 


While delighted at the high response rate ( nearly 9 per cent) we were not surprised by the 
intensity of respondents’ comments. People feel passionately about accessibility to The 
Spit.

 

The Survey Monkey Questionnaire  
Q1. 
Do you ever drive to the Top of the Spit and park in areas overlooking the Seaway? 
Q2. 
Are you aware of the Gold Coast Waterways Authority's plan to remove the parking 
area so that drivers will no longer be able to view the Seaway from the comfort of 
their car or park close to the Seaway rock wall? 
Q3. 
Do you experience difficulty walking? 
Q4.  
Do you oppose the plan to remove this parking area? 

The survey was timed to coincide with the final week of the GCWA public information 
period which closed today, Sunday 26 November. In the interest of fairness, we informed 
our mailing list of where to view the draft plans, details of yesterday’s pop-up session and 
how submit comments via the GCWA website. 
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Findings of the Survey Monkey poll

•    318 people responded to the survey. (This compares with the approximately 340 

people who responded to the GCWA survey—which omitted to ask a question in 
relation to the parking area adjacent to the Seaway.)


•    300 (95%)respondents have driven to The Spit and parked in the area overlooking the 
Seaway. 


•    Only 141 (44%) were aware of the draft Precinct Plan.

•    126 (40%) reported experiencing some difficulty walking.

•    297 (94%) were opposed to the removal of the road and parking area overlooking the 

Seaway.

•    187 (59%) made comments on their completed survey, many of them quite detailed. 

As can be seen in the attachment below, the majority of concerns related to the issue 
of accessibility both for the elderly and for the dive fraternity.


•    Many respondents believe wrongly that the Precinct Plan is a Council initiative rather 
than a GCWA project.  


Verbatims on next pages:  
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Conclusion

Based on the MBA survey, it is clear that the majority of visitors to The Spit are strongly 
opposed to the removal of the road and parking area that overlook the Seaway. 
(Approximately 50 car parking spaces are currently located in this area.) 

The majority of respondents to the MBA survey live in Main Beach or nearby. However, 
we are confident that visitors from suburbs such as Upper Coomera, Helensvale and 
Southport, who according to GCWA’s own survey, are the most frequent visitors to this 
area, would share the  

opinion of those who live in closer proximity to The Spit.


Finally, we ask GCWA to take seriously the objections of the community to the removal of 
this very popular amenity and to modify the design for both options of the draft Precinct 
Plan in accordance with public opinion.

 


Sue Donovan 
President 
The Main Beach Association Inc. 
31/3655 Main Beach Parade, 
Main Beach Q 4217 
Email: suedonovangilder@gmail.com
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